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Read Screenplay

French Club is a Goonies-esque, teenage girl adventure that takes three high school friends
on a trip across rural Kentucky. To fulfill the dying wish of one of the girl's grandmother, they
must enlist the help of a gypsy cab driver to return a mysterious brass figurine to its rightful
owner. This coming of age journey has the girls learn that the grandmother and her family
are more than meets the eye.

Inclusion Initiative | Diversity-in-Casting
French Club will be squarely positioned to celebrate the inclusion of women in film initiative
that was prominently showcased at the 2018 Oscar’s Ceremony. Not only do we have a
female writer and director, Lindsey Hancock Williamson, but the main focus of our film will
be on three high school girls who are best friends and one of their Grandmothers.
Women in Film Facts:
Female Moviegoers

50%

Female Directors

4%

Female Writers

10%

French Club will also qualify for the SAG Diversity-in-Casting Incentive because 50% of our
speaking roles will be casted from protected groups [women, senior performers over 60 and
people of color].

Bottom Line: More Marketability both Nationally and Internationally
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Synopsis
To fulfill her grandmother’s dying wish, a girl and her best friends journey across rural Kentucky for an adventure that will
lead them to a place beyond their imaginations.
Simone Bouvier, Tori Vanderbilt, and Gertie Hooper are best friends who bond over their love of all things French at the
Worth School in Kentucky. Gertie is a stylish and crafty teen who idolizes Coco Chanel. Simone is obsessed with Josephine
Baker, spies, and her Grand-Mère. Tori excels at ballet, idolizes Brigitte Bardot, and annoys her mother with attempts at a
rebellious streak. The French Club meets every month and in addition to our triumvirate, its members include an exchange
student named Benoit, and Robert, who insists his name be pronounced the French way.
Their teacher, Monsieur LeBeau, travels with the Club
on a field trip to Grand-Mère’s home. Old photos tell
the tale of Grand Mere’s past: they learn that she
grew up in Haiti and moved to New Orleans as a girl.
Grand-Mère is also a skilled healer and bit of a mystic
and when Simone asks her to give someone in their
group a card reading, Tori volunteers. “This is your
present, Oya. A change is coming. All at once,
shocking, like lightning, see?” Grand-Mère points to
one of the dealt cards. “Empress, this is your future,
love and justice. That’s très bien.”

Play Sizzle Reel

At school the next week, Simone informs Gertie and Tori that Grand-Mere is sick. During their visit to check on her, she
asks the girls to carry out an important mission: delivering a mysterious brass figurine to her brother, Old Moses, in the
mountains of rural Kentucky.
Along the way they must travel by car, canoe, and on foot, enlisting the help of Jim, the driver of a gypsy taxi cab, to get
them to Old Moses’ cabin in the woods. Their journey will take them to an unimaginable place on the fringe of the realm
of the living wherein the friends must work together to complete their mission and return home.
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Writer | Director
Lindsey Hancock Williamson
Lindsey Hancock Williamson grew up in Nashville, TN and attended film
school there. She produced film and TV for six years in New York City,
including Project Runway, Inkmaster, and Black Ink Crew. Since founding their
production company, Suburban Tallyho, she and husband Sam have produced
documentary features, digital programming, and narrative features. Notably,
American Animals, which premiered at Sundance Film Festival in 2018, and
will be released nationwide this summer. Additionally, Lindsey wrote and
directed a short film for Lionsgate Studios, Turncoats, as part of Stephenie
Meyer's Twilight: Storytellers project. Her crowning achievements are her
two adorable sons, McClain (4) and Edger (2).
When I was growing up, The Goonies was one of my favorite movies. I
dreamed of finding a map tucked away in my attic and setting off with friends
on an adventure to discover some hidden treasure trove. Now that I have
children, I want to show them my favorite childhood films, and I want them
to have new stories that stir a sense of magic and wonder; stories about
courageous kids daring greatly on their own adventures.
I had been throwing around some story ideas like this for a while, and began
researching what similar classic adventure movies might be out there that
featured all girl leads. Incredibly, there weren’t any. Inspired in part by Nancy
Drew and The Daring Book for Girls, I started writing, revisiting what my life
and friendships looked like at 15 years old: I loved (and still love) French
culture and for the last two years of high school, my French class was
comprised of all girls. On Spring Breaks throughout middle and high school, a
group of friends and I travelled to Sea Island, Georgia, where we set off on
rented bikes to discover the world, on our own for the first time. On the day I
started writing French Club, my grandfather passed away. While celebrating
his extraordinary life, I saw old pictures of his father, mother, grandmother
and grandfather. I wanted to explore the idea of a place or way we could
somehow all sit down and share a meal together. I already had a
grandmother character in the treatment and started brainstorming how I
could incorporate these elements.

It’s an honor to be entrusted with bringing French Club to life as the director.
We want this film to feel like a classic, and while technically set in the present
day, I’ll pay homage to the humor and spirit of my favorite films from growing
up in the 80’s, the French New Wave movement, and strong female
protagonists that everyone can cheer for.

Play Trailer
Lindsey & husband Sam were the local
producers for American Animals.
Animals tells the unbelievable (yet true)
story of four Kentucky college students
who attempted to steal a number of rare
books from the Transylvania University
library in 2004. Animals was a genredefying hit at Sundance and was
acquired by Orchard Films and
Moviepass for distribution.
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Producer
Bryan Mullins

Trailer A

Trailer B

The first film I produced, Ghost in the Family, was the result of
an entrepreneurial idea that morphed into an 800 lb. gorilla for
me and my production company, Creative Lexington.
I initially started Creative Lexington to produce short-format,
original content for the international digital-signage market.
This content was five-minute, biographical videos, called
Snapshot Bios, on creative types from an opera singer to a
tattoo artist. Who would have known that dipping my toe into
the unfamiliar waters of film making would stir my creative
spirit and boost my entrepreneurial drive?
I fell in love with film in short order and set my sights on doing
a feature length film after hosting a screenplay competition in
which Ghost won. My mentality, being an eight-time Ironman
triathlete, is “go big or go home.”
I was at that magical age in the 80’s when movies such as The
Goonies and Stand By Me made a huge impact on my life. I
couldn’t wait to show The Goonies to my two daughters when
they got into their teenage years. My youngest asked me why
I didn’t make a movie like this one but only with girls as the
adventure seekers. The idea for the second screenplay
competition was born.
I am very excited to have a great screenplay and involving very
talented people in key positions for this movie. I am also
delighted that our film will be a part of the inclusion initiative
with our fantastic writer/director, Lindsey Hancock Williamson
at the helm and most of the key acting roles as females. We
want people to shout “Girl Power” about this film.
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CAST
Role
Simone Bouvier (15, African-American, female)
Obsessed with her Grand-Mere, singing and all things Josephine Baker. Her
favorite activity is spycraft.
Actor Bio
Skai Jackson stars as the adorable "Zuri Ross" on the Disney Channel sitcoms
Jessie (2011), with Debby Ryan, and Bunk'd (2015). Before that, we've seen her in
small roles on Boardwalk Empire (2010) and Royal Pains (2009), and even in the
film, The Smurfs (2011).
Alternate: Daniella Perkins

Skai Jackson
Role
Grand-Mere (Grandmother) (70’s, African-American with Caribbean influences)
Born in Haiti, she immigrated to New Orleans as a teen, has something of a
mysterious past and has a very close relationship with her granddaughter
Simone.
Actor Bio

Phylicia Rashad

Phylicia Rashad was born in Houston, Texas, to African-American parents, Vivian
Elizabeth (Ayers), a poet and art director, and Andrew Arthur Allen, an
orthodontist. As a child, Phylicia, her older brother Andrew (called Tex), and
younger sister, dancer and actress Debbie Allen, lived in Mexico. She is best
know for her role as Clair Huxtable in The Cosby Show (1984-1992) and most
recently in Creed (2015), Empire (2016) and Jean-Claude Van Johnson (2016).
Alternate: Irma P. Hall
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CAST
Role
Jim, Gypsy Cab Driver (30-50’s, any color)
A free-spirited, somewhat whacky character role who will
provide the comedy relief during the adventure.

Bobby Lee

Actor Bio
Bobby Lee, who was born on September 17, 1972 I nSand
Diego, CA, as Robert Lee Jr. He is an actor and writer, known
for A Very Harold & Kumar 3D Christmas (201), Paul (2011)
and Pineapple Express (2008).
Alternate: Henry Cho

Role
Old Moses (Brother of Grand-Mere) (70’s, African-American with Caribbean
influences)
Tall and majestic with a very calming and wise presence about him.
Actor Bio
Ernie Hudson who has a rich serious voice and frequently plays good, heroic roles
is most remembered for playing the role of Winston Zeddmore in the mega-hit
Ghostbusters (1984). Other film credits include The Jazz Singer (1980), The Main
Event (1979), Spacehunter: Adventures in the Forbidden Zone (1983),
Penitentiary II (1982), Going Berserk (1983), and Joy of Sex (1984).

Ernie Hudson

Alternate: Frankie Faison
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CAST
Role
Monsieur LeBeau (30-40’s, any color, French accent)
A somewhat nerdy and straight-laced French class teacher at the Worth School
that the three girls attend. He was born and raised in France.
Actor Bio
Hugo Becker was born on May 13 1987. Brought up in Metz, France he graduated
from both the French Conservatory of Dramatic Art and RADA and in 2010 received
the Young Cannes Talent Award. His breakthrough role came in the American comedy
series 'Gossip Girl' as Prince Louis of Monaco but, being bilingual, has appeared in
films and TV on both sides of the Atlantic, including the French cop series 'Jo' and the
British 'Silent Witness'.

Hugo Becker

Alternate: Giles Marini

Role
Tori Vanderbilt (15, any color, female)
Tori Vanderbilt, one of Simone’s best friends, excels at grand jete’s, doing her hair
like Brigitte Bardot, and picking up new habits that annoy her mother.
Actor Bio
Sydney Bullock is a Lexington based actor who was in the second season of
Stranger Things as well as had a role in Ghost in the Family. She is currently
filming Goosebumps: Haunted Halloween (2018).

Alternate: TBD

Sydney Bullock
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Ian Friley

Sam Bauer

Albert Mason

Cinematographer

Editor

Post Producer

Sam Bauer is best known for
being the editor on the cult
classic, sci-fi thriller, Donnie
Darko (2001), in which he also
contributed to that film’s
soundtrack with his music
called Lucid Memory. Sam also
was the editor on the comedy
Southland Tales (2006) and The
Box (2009) starring Cameron
Diaz.

Albert works for the Wrigley
Media Group in Lexington, KY.
He has experience in liveaction,
post,
computer
graphics, CGI and motion
graphic
production.
He
participated in the feature film
production for Weta Digital,
Sony Image Works and Digital
Domain. Projects include Alice
in Wonderland, The Lord of the
Rings Trilogy, Spiderman 3 and
more. Design and commercial
work for Logan, and Golden,
projects include Nintendo,
Bridgestone, Dish Network,
Facebook, Hyundai, NorthropGrumman and more including
numerous video game trailers.
TV production for MTV
Networks, projects include OnAir Promotions, The Dennis
Rodman World Tour and MTV
Sports. Graduated with a BS of
Business from the University of9
North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Demo Reel

Ian is an award-winning
director of photography whose
work has taken him all over the
world shooting campaigns for
clients such as Valvoline,
Toyota, Tempur-Sealy, and
Gainesway. His narrative work
has been screened at festivals
such as Los Angeles Cinefest
and the International Shorts
Competition. He is based in
Lexington.

Production

Evan Evans

Marlowe Taylor

Composer

Re-Recording
Mixer

Evan Evans is an award winning
Film Composer who has scored
over 60 Feature Films, including
Independent Dramas and Arthouse
films. Variety Magazine calls his
music “aptly ominous,” and
MoveiMusic UK described Evans as
“an impressive upcoming young
composer (who is) second to
none.” Screen Sounds calls him
“haunting and powerful” while
Movie Wave heralds him as “clever
and mature.” A child prodigy who
wrote his first professional film
score at only 12 years of age, he
has followed in his late father’s
footsteps, legendary jazz artist Bill
Evans, who had 8 Grammies & 31
nominations. He has composed
the original scores to several
important films, including David
Carradine’s ”NIGHT OF THE
TEMPLAR”
and
”CHAMACO”
starring Martin Sheen. Evans has
also scored films starring Dennis
Hopper, Norman Reedus, Christina
Ricci, Rebecca DeMornay and
Danny Trejo.

Marlowe L. Taylor, born and raised
in The Land, Cleveland, OH, started
out at age 14 as DJ Mauly T,
rocking many large events and
celebrity parties. Marlowe, stayed
true to his state and pursued his
passion for sound at Ohio
University culminating in a PhD in
sound the moving image. His
accomplishments after OU were
recognized by his school when he
was awarded the Distinguished
Alumni Award in 2001. He has
gone from radio to post supervisor
for TV and commercials to mixing
major motion pictures for Tyler
Perry and Sylvester Stallone. He
has also worked on multiple
projects in the rap industry and
recorded in the studio with the
likes of Snoop Dogg, Bone ThugsN-Harmony
(Cleveland
represents), and Chuck D of Public
Enemy. Marlowe is a platinum
RIAA certified sound engineer and
is also a member of CAS.

Brandon Kraemer,
CSI
Colorist
From commercial advertising to
tour visuals to documentary and
feature films, Brandon’s work has
always meant pursuing excellence
through his unique voice, creative
mind and technical mastery of any
project he collaborates on.
Brandon’s
work
has
been
experienced across the globe by
millions of people and he has a
diverse and ever growing list of
clients who repeatedly trust his
eye, intuition and craft. Those
clients include artists U2, Katy
Perry, Fleetwood Mac, filmmakers
Anton Corbin, JR, Ken Burns, Steve
James
and
major
content
developers MTV, PBS/National
Geographic, American Masters,
American Experience and Frontline
to name a few.
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Film Comps
The Goonies

Stand By Me

1985

1986

Budget:
Box Office:

$19 million
$61.5 million

Napoleon Dynamite
2004
Budget:
Box Office:

Budget:
Box Office:

$8 million
$52.3 million

Amelie
2001

$400K
$46 million

Budget:
Box Office:

$10 million
$175.3 million
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